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actuated. If the on pushbutton 23 at the emergency- stop device 
21 is actuated first, the emergency- stop device 21 does not 



the emergency- stop device 11 still interrupt the emergency- stop 
circuit of the emergency- stop device 21. In order to switch the 
load circuits on again, initially the on pushbutton 13 of the 
emergency- stop device 11 therefore needs to be actuated. 
Thereupon, the actuators 14, 14' of the emergency- stop device 
11 are driven and the emergency- stop circuit of the emergency- 
stop device 21 is closed. Only now can the emergency- stop 
device 21 be started by actuating its on pushbutton 23. This 
means that a prescribed sequence needs to be maintained for 
actuating the on pushbutton. However, such an inconvenient 
operating method for systems is unsuitable in industry. 

A similar safety switching device system has been disclosed in 
document DE 100 11 211 Al . This safety switching device system 
comprises two safety switching devices which correspond to one 
another in terms of their design and their operation. The two 
devices are connected one behind the other with an emergency- 
stop switch connected in between. In addition, a starting 
switch is provided on both devices. 

The object of the present invention therefore consists in 
proposing a protective device or protective system and a 
corresponding method for safety-related shutdown of an 
electrical unit, which device or system and method make 
operation of more complex systems more convenient. 

This object is achieved according to the invention by a 
protective device for the safety-related shutdown of an 
electrical unit having a first input for the purpose of 
receiving a switch-off signal, a second input for the purpose 
of receiving a switch-on signal in the form of a switch-on 



switch its actuators 24, 



24' on since the actuators 14, 14' of 
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pulse, and an output for the purpose of driving the electrical 
unit and by a pulse processing device for the purpose of 
setting the protective device to an activation state, in which 
it can be switched on when the switch-off signal is not 
applied, for a predetermined period of time from reception of 
the switch-on pulse. 

In addition, the invention provides a method for safety-related 
switching of an electrical unit by means of receiving a switch- 
off signal, switching the electrical unit off, receiving a 
switch-on signal in the form of a switch-on pulse, and 
switching the electrical unit on, it being possible to switch 
the electrical unit on only for a predeterminable 
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